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SUBJECT: UNESCO DISCUSSION WITH EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR 

1. DURING CALL ON IO ASSISTANT SECRETARY BUFFUM TO SEEK 

US SUPPORT FOR CANDIDACY OF SAYED MAREI AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
WORLD FOOD COUNCIL AT ROME MEETING IN JUNE, EGYPTIAN 
AMBASSADOR ASHRAF GHORBAL ASKED FOR US VIEWS ON UNESCO. 

2. BUFFUM GAVE BACKGROUND ON US REACTIONS TO UNESCO'S 18TH 
GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS REGARDING ISRAEL, AND 
DESCRIBED SITUATION OF CONGRESSIONAL SUSPENSION OF FUNDS 
UNTIL THESE POLITICAL ACTIONS REVERSED. POINTING OUT 
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CONFERENCE IN 1976, HE EMPHASIZED DIFFICULTY OF PRESENT 
SITUATION AND ASKED EGYPT FOR ANY SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO 
PROCEED. BUFFUM SAID, FOR EXAMPLE, IT WOULD BE MOST 
HELPFUL IF FOR SAKE OF UNESCO, EGYPT MIGHT FIND IT POSSIBLE 
QUIETLY TO PERSUADE OTHER ARABS TO LET UP ON ANTI-ISRAELI 
CAMPAIGN THERE. 

3. GHORBAL OPINED ISRAELI UNWILLINGNESS TO MAKE CONCILIA- 
TORY GESTURE ON UNESCO WAS PART AND PARCEL OF INFLEXIBI- 
LITY, AND SAID THE LINE HAD TO BE DRAWN EVERYWHERE SO 
THAT ISRAELI ATTITUDE WOULD BE FORCED TO CHANGE BY WEIGHT 

OF WORLD OPINION. HE SAW MOMENTUM FOR THIS SLOWLY 
BUILDING IN US. 

4. BUFFUM POINTED OUT THAT IF MOMENTUM BUILDING TO 
ENCOURAGE ISRAEL TO MAKE STEPS FOR A NEGOTIATED SETTLE- 
MENT, NOTHING SLOWS IT DOWN MORE THAN DISCRIMINATION IN 
UN BODIES AGAINST ISRAEL, WHICH INCREASES SYMPATHY FOR 
ISRAEL AND ONLY ENDS UP HURTING UN BODY. HE STATED THAT 
UNESCO DOES NOT SEEM THE RIGHT PLACE TO DRAW LINE, AND 
MENTIONED DAMAGE THAT WOULD BE DONE IF HAVANA DECLARATION 
EXECUTED TO EXPEL ISRAEL FROM UN. 

5. GHORBAL OBSERVED PERSONALLY THAT EXPULSION OF 
ITALY FROM LEAGUE OF NATIONS HAD NOT SOLVED PROBLEMS, 

HOPED LINE COULD BE DRAWN BEFORE EXPULSION AND WAR, AND 
INDICATED EGYPT WOULD GIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO OUR 
VIEWS. KISSINGER 
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